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Headteacher’s Welcome
It has been a humbling experience seeing how committed the staff are to the children and also seeing what an integral part of the local
community the school is. Meeting all the children has been the most positive part of my first month at Featherstone Academy, they have
been so welcoming. Moving forward to the second half of the Summer Term , as hopefully restrictions continue to ease, I would hope to
build in more opportunities to meet more parents in school. We are also making provisional plans for a range of activities including sports
day, transitional meetings and other events; we just hope that these are possible, so watch this space! If ever you have any queries or
want to get in touch with me, please do telephone the office or email headteacher@featherstone.uwmat.co.uk

Free School Meals
If you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals, could we encourage you to register a claim by completing the online
application form . By using the online system an immediate yes or no response can be obtained and any applications will then
feed automatically through to the entitlement team. A confirmation letter will be sent out to yourself and the school. If you prefer a paper copy , please collect one from the school office.
From September, children in Reception, Class 1 and Class 2 will all receive free school lunches funded by the government.
Even if your child/ren are in the above classes, if you meet the criteria, we still need you to make a claim for Free School
Meals so that the school will be able to receive extra funding to support your child.
If you are registered for Free School Meals this can enable you to have extra support for your child.
To see if you are entitled to Free School Meals please check: www.staffordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmealsapplication
for an immediate yes or no response.

IN THE INTEREST OF
SAFETY
Could we please ask that
parents do not pull into
Whitgreave Avenue, outside
the main gates, to drop off
their children. Also, please
respect our neighbours and
avoid parking in front of their
garages opposite the school.

Bromcom/My Child at School (MCAS)

Medication

My Child At School is an online portal for parents that enables them to view their child's performance
at school in real-time via the web. The facility allows the child's attendance, attainment and behaviour
accessible whenever the parent/carer wants.

If your child needs medication at
school, it must be clearly labelled
and a medical consent form must be
completed at the school office.

Every family should have received an invitation to the new ‘MCAS’ (My Child At School) account. Please make
sure you have now set up your account to ensure you have access to the Portal. There are still many
accounts that have not yet been activated. If you are struggling to do so, please contact the school office and
they will assist you.
As you are all aware, we no longer use ParentPay for dinner money. Please do not pay any money into this
account unless you have an outstanding balance.
Once you have accepted the invitation code and entered the details, you must then verify your email address
to enable the account to be fully activated
When asked for School ID (PIN) Code enter 12005.

All medicines are administered at 12
noon. Only medicines prescribed by
a doctor can be administered by
school staff.
All medicines are kept in the school
office. Inhalers are kept in the
classroom, but a medical form still
needs to be completed.

FACEBOOK & TWITTER

Holidays/Absences

Moving forward, we are aiming to set up a new school Facebook page and Twitter account. Most
schools now use such social media platforms to communicate with ease with parents, to promote
school activities, share useful information and promote a positive picture of the learning that is taking
place in school. It also enables us to communicate with other schools, taking learning beyond the four
walls of the classroom. We will not be putting photos on until after half-term. Group photos will be
shared unless you chose to opt out. This can be done by informing school of your wish to opt out via
email information@featherstone.uwmat.co.uk

May we remind you that no holidays can be
authorised during term time in Staffordshire schools.
If you chose to take your child out of school for
holidays, please collect an holiday request form from
the school office and complete prior to holiday dates.
You will then receive a letter stating whether your
request will be authorised or unauthorised leave. If
unauthorised, you then may be subject to a penalty
notice.

An email will be sent out shortly.
Note for Parents on Social Networking Sites
As we all know, social networking sites are widely used and enjoyed by the
majority of parents and older children. However, sometimes these sites can lead
to unkind comments, unnecessary distress and have an adverse affect on
children. As a school, we aim to teach children how to use social media in a safe
and positive way and internet safety is taught within our curriculum. Please
check out our website to find further information on current and popular apps
as well as useful tips and advice on internet safety.
The School works hard to create a safe and happy environment for all and
should any parent have concerns about either their child, or the School in general, I would urge them to contact the School.

Child Protection
Parents should be
aware that school has a
legal requirement to
refer concerns they
have about the safety
of children in their care
to social Services
Thank you

Please can we remind all parents/carers that it is
your responsibility to ensure that your child attends
school every day where possible and that your child
is ready to learn-this means having their reading
book, glasses (if applicable), wearing their PE kit
when necessary. If your child is going to be absent
for any reason, please can you contact school
before 9.00am to inform us of the absence and
the reason why.
Messages about school absence can be left on the
school answer phone - 01902 734167. Please state
your child's full name, class and the reason for
absence; if your child is ill, please provide specific
information regarding the nature of the illness.

Any form of bullying would be addressed in line with our E-Safety Policy and
Anti-Bullying Policy

If anyone has any queries or questions please don't hesitate to call into the school office, where a
member of staff will be happy to help during office hours 8:00a.m to 4:00p.m.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Times 7:45am –8:40am
Following Health & Safety
guidelines the following rules
must be adhered to:

DIARY DATES
School Diary Dates for 2017/2018

Further details of forthcoming events will be sent home nearer the time. Dates and
events are subject to change.


Everyone should sign
on the register provided.

Summer Term
School Closed

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June

School Opens

Monday 7th June

Inset Days

Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st July

School Closed

Thursday 22nd July—Tuesday 31st August


Children in Nursery
Reception, Class 1 and 2
should be supervised by a
parent at all times.

Autumn Term—2021/2022
School Opens

Wednesday 1st September 2021

Parents Evening
We are hoping to be able to offer parents face to face meetings with their
child’s class teacher as soon as the lifting of restrictions allows us to do so.
We will inform you of these dates as soon as we possibly can.

TARGET 96.2

Gardening Competition
The School Council challenged the whole school to transform their garden
patch and the results were amazing! They went from drab to fab in just 2

Year 2


No one should leave
the school hall during
Breakfast Club times.

When the bell goes
at 8.40, KS2 children
should go onto the
playground & FS and KS1
children should go direct
to their classrooms and
parents should leave the
school via the small gate
on the playground.

ATTENDANCE
Year 01
96.48%
Year 02
97%
Year 03
97.7%
Year 04
97%
Year 05
98.6%
Year 06
95.8%
Year R
97.46%
Whole School 97.3%

Little Learners


Children in Key
Stage 2 (Classes 3,4,5 and
6) are welcome as long as
they purchase breakfast
and or a drink.

Nursery

Reception

Year 5

Year 1

* Children or parents
are not allowed to walk
around the school (if a
parent has a query please
report to the school
office via the main
entrance).
Thank You
Remember, this is a
Breakfast Club so please
use the tables and chairs
provided and enjoy your
breakfast.

Year 3
After much deliberation the
winners are:
1st Year 2
2nd Reception
3rd Year 3
Well done everyone!

Year 6

Year 4

@featherstoneac4
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Guidance Notes for Parents requesting Leave in Term Time
1.

Parents who want the school to consider granting leave of absence in school term time should read these
notes carefully, complete a holiday request form (available from the school office) and send it to the head
teacher. This form should be sent to the school in time for the request to be considered well before
the desired period of absence. Parents are strongly advised not to finalise any booking arrangements before
receiving the school’s decision regarding their request. Head teachers cannot authorise any leave of absence
unless the request is received before the period of absence begins.

2.

The Department for Education makes it clear that head teachers may not grant any leave of absence during
term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. Head teachers now also determine the number of
school days a child can be away from school if the leave is granted.

3.

There is no automatic right to any leave in term time.

4.

Staffordshire County Council understands the challenges that some parents face when booking holidays particularly during school holidays. However, we believe that, in order to ensure children receive the best education and prospects, that they should be in school during term time.

5.

Each case will be considered individually and on its own merits. Parents need, therefore, to consider very
carefully before making any request for leave of absence. In considering a request, the school will take account of: -








the exceptional circumstances stated that have given rise to the request
the stage of the child’s education and progress and the effects of the requested absence on both elements
the overall attendance pattern of the child
frequency of similar requests
whether the parent made the request in advance
students/pupils on examination courses or due to take SATS will not normally be granted leave of absence.

6.

Where parents have children in more than one school a separate request must be made to each school. The
head teacher of each school will make their own decision based on the factors relating to the child at their
school. However, head teachers may choose to liaise with each other as part of their decision-making process.
Should the school decide to grant leave of absence, but the child does not return to school at the time s/he
was expected to (i.e. following the expiry of the granted leave of absence period) and no information
is available to the school to explain/justify the continuing absence this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.
Should the school decide not to grant leave of absence and parents still take their child out of school, the absence will be recorded as unauthorised, which may be subject to a Penalty Notice fine of £60 per parent* per
child. This fine will increase to £120 if not paid within 21 days. Failure to pay the £120 fine within the
period 22 to 28 days may lead to Court proceedings.
The Local Authority will continue to monitor all school absences during term time and support head teachers
in challenging parents who ignore the law.

7.

8.

9.

* Generally the DfE states that parents include all those with day to day responsibility for a child.
FIND FURTHER INFORMATION ON
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/welfareservice/Attendance/Code-of-Conduct-From-1.1.2018.pdf

