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Spring 2020 — NEWSLETTER 4
Last term was busy and it is looks set to continue! The children have done lots of super learning,
sporting and extra curricular achievements and a choir festival.
We have received a letter from Rt. Hon. Gavin Williamson CBE MP congratulating all the staff
and pupils of Featherstone Academy on achieving a fantastic set of results for Key Stage 2 and
setting an outstanding example for teaching and learning across South Staffordshire. There is a
copy of the letter on our website news and events page.
It is great to see the children’s hard work recognised and as usual we are proud of every single
on of them.
Internet Safety
At Featherstone Academy, we
are constantly reminding the
children about Internet Safety
and how to protect themselves
from the often hidden dangers of
the world wide web.
If we receive any information
regarding Apps or games, we
will post them on the website.
There are so many new apps
and games that our children are
now open to increased risks.

PARENTS EVENING
Letters will be sent out 28th February for you to book an
appointment for the upcoming Parent’s Evening—to be held
on Tuesday 10th March 2020. We hope to see you all
there.
PAPER LESS COMMUNICATIONS
We have been trying to send out information through
Parentmail. If you are still not receiving emails through
Parentmail, please contact the school office. Ultimately, we
would like to reduce costs by aiming for less paper
communications/newsletters/letters.

PARENTPAY
We would like to thank all parents for supporting our
move to ParentPay for school dinners.
It would appear most families are now up and running. If
anyone has any problems, please contact the school office and we will help to sort out any difficulties you may
be having.

MILK
Unfortunately, we have to
increase the cost of school
milk. With immediate effect
the cost of milk cartons has
increased from 20p to 25p.

Fundraising
Families of Featherstone Academy are always generous with fundraising efforts. We have had
confirmation from the following:
Christmas Jumper = £113.40
Wear It Pink = £195.55
Poppy Appeal = £298.00
We also received some lovely pictures of children in Belarus receiving
their shoebox gifts, of which donated over 30
Boxes..

If anyone has any queries or questions please don't hesitate to call into the school office, where a member of staff will be happy to help during office hours 8:30a.m to 4:30p.m.
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BREAKFAST CLUB
7:45am—8:40am
KS2 Children Only
Please note Reception—Year 2
children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Children attending breakfast
club must register and
purchase breakfast items. If
children have had breakfast
at home, they must come into
school from 8:40am.

DIARY DATES Spring 2020

Fri 28th Feb
Mon 2nd March
5th March
10th March
Thur 12th March
16th March
Fri 3rd April
Mon 20th April
Tues 21st April
Fri 8th May
Fri 22nd May
Mon 1st June
Tues 2nd June

Reception/Nursery Trip to Safari Park
Nursery Application Deadline
World Book Day
Parent’s Evening
Gymnastics Y3/4 3:30pm start
Nursery Offer Date
School closes at normal time
Inset Day
Children return to school
May Day (school closed)
Break Up—School closes normal time
Inset Day (school Closed)
Children return to school

Attendance
Our whole school attendance target
is 96.5%
Our Current Attendance today
96.7
Child Protection
Parents should be aware that school has a legal requirement to
refer concerns they have about the safety of children in their
care to Social Services

Weekly/Cumulative Class Attendance
Week 18
%

Reception

Week 19
%

Week 20
%

Week 21
%

cum
%

94

96

94

97.2

96.7

Class 1

93.1

95.2

97.6

96.6

96.6

Class 2

99.3

99

99.3

98.3

97.3

Class 3

100

99.4

98.8

96.3

97.2

Class 4

94.8

98.3

96.9

96.6

96

Class 5

92.1

91..8

92.1

94.5

96.3

Class 6

95

98.2

98.2

99.3

96.5

95.5

96.7

96.6

96.9

96.7

Total
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Golden Book
31/01/20
L.L– Lewis Hadley
Nursery– Rowan Perry
Reception– Corban Drakeford
Brae Bethell
Class 1–Blake Hadley
Class 2– Rio Williams
Class 3– Orla-May Perry
Class 4– Lucas Badham
Class 5– Abigail Walker
Class 6– Cameron Yates

Golden Book
7/02/20
LL-Ella Element Stubbs

Golden Book
14/02/20

Nursery– Darcie Frisby

LL– Lilli Element-Stubbs

Reception– Isaac Byrne

Nursery– Klara Morgan

Class 1– Theo Ram

Reception–Ivy Abnett

Class 2– Freddie Downes

Class 1– Jack Higgitt

Ellie-Mae Brindle-Wilkes

Class 2– Emily Ratcliffe

Class 3– Karson Yates

Class 3– Skye Lloyd

Class 4– Mya Hamilton

Class 4– Mya Hamilton

Class 5– Luke Bayliss

Class 5– Luke Bayliss

Class 6– Jake Davis

Class 6– Riley Neale

Well done to all those children chosen for the
Golden Book.
Also, we would like to congratulate all those
children that have shared certificates, awards,
medals and trophies in Monday’s celebration
assemblies. It is lovely to see what hobbies they
take part in outside of school.

TERM DATES 2019/2020
Autumn Term 2019
Inset day: Monday 2 September
Term starts: Tuesday 3 September
Half term: Monday 28 October - Friday 1 November
Term ends: Friday 20 December
Holiday: Monday 23 December - Friday 3 January
Spring Term 2020
Inset day: Monday 6 January
Term starts: Tuesday 7January
Half term: Monday 17 February - Friday 21 February
Term ends: Friday 3 April
Holiday: Monday 6 April - Friday 17 April
Easter Sunday: Sunday 12 April
Summer Term 2020
Inset day: Monday 20 April
Term starts: Tuesday 21st April
May Day: Friday 8th May (Changed from Monday to
mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day)
Half term: Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May
Inset day: Monday 1 June
Term starts: Tuesday 2nd June
Term ends: Friday 17 July
Inset day: Monday 20 July
Holiday: Tuesday 21 July - Monday 31 August
Please note that Inset days can be subject to change at
the discretion of the headteacher.

Penalty Notices for Absence from School 2019/2020
Ensuring your child has access to a good education is very important to us.
A key part of this is for all children and young people to regularly attend school, as this gives each learner the best chance
to achieve their full potential. In light of the recent Isle of Wight court case and the subsequent Supreme Court ruling on
school absences, we wanted to clarify our position for parents where there may be the potential for any ambiguity and to
also ensure we are fully compliant with legal requirements.
Regarding holiday requests during term time, or other requests for leave of absence, it remains the case that head teachers
may only authorise such absences if there are ‘exceptional circumstances’.
PENALTY NOTICE INFORMATION
Please see the following statement from Staffordshire County Council regarding penalty Notices.
Penalty Notice for leave of absence (holiday) in term time
From January 2018 any period of unauthorised leave may result in you as a parent receiving a penalty notice fine. Your
head teacher will continue to be the only person able to authorise leave in term time, but this will apply only in exceptional
circumstances. Any unauthorised absence will be referred by your head teacher to the local authority.
Penalty Notice for persistent lateness
Previously a pupil had to achieve 20 unauthorised late marks, and late marks do not have to be one after the other in order
for the penalty notice to be issued. You are therefore encouraged where possible to ensure your child attends school on
time. However, if your child is late you must inform the school of the reason(s) why, as they may be able to offer you some
form of advice or support.
Period of time used to measure persistent absence and lateness
If your child has had 10 days unauthorized absence or is late 10 times over a twelve week period, you m ay receive a penalty warning notice and also potentially a fine.
These changes have been agreed with local head teachers and have been implemented to help promote and support good
attendance to school. Further details and a copy of the revised Code of Conduct for issuing Penalty Notices can be obtained from the council’s website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education.

WHAT IS A PENALTY NOTICE?
The Local Authority will continue to take appropriate action for absences during term time when notified by the head
teacher.
A fine of £60 per parent / carer (per child) if paid within 21 days from the date of issue. If this Penalty is not paid, the
amount rises to £120. If after 28 days of the date of issue the £120 is not paid the Local Authority will prosecute you under
section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996. This will lead to a hearing in the Magistrates Court and may result in a fine of up
to £1000.
We request that any applications for leave of absence (holiday) are required to be put in writing to the Head teacher, at least
2 weeks in advance.
The vast majority of children have an excellent record of school attendance, and we recognize the efforts of so many parents to ensure their children attend school regularly.

Mrs Caroline Jobling,
Headteacher.

