
 

If anyone has any queries or questions please don't hesitate to call into the school office, where a  mem-
ber of staff will be happy to help during office hours 8:30a.m to 4:30p.m. 
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Good News 
Year 5 & 6 children worked with “PopUk” looking 
at social media and ways in which it impacts on 
themselves and their families.  Children learnt 

songs, teaching them about social media and the 
effect it can have on their emotions and well   

being.  They have been recorded singing and can 
be heard on Year 5’s page on the website.  Thank 
you to parents that came to listen to the children 

at the end of the day. 
 

On Thursday 31st January Featherstone       
Academy hosted this year’s cluster school Dance      

Festival.  Organised by Anthea Smith, the        
festival was a huge success and attended by 

Cheslyn Hay, Glenthorne, Havergal, St John’s and 
Edgar Stammers.  Well done to all the dancers 

for a fantastic performance. 
 

Andy Tooze a published poet visited             
Featherstone Academy for the day.  He worked 

with each class, inspiring them to write some  
fantastic poems.   

New Website 
 

Featherstone Academy’s new website is up and running.  We hope you will 
find it easier to navigate the pages.  Holiday dates for the next 2 years 
can be found under Term Dates.  Each class now has a page and they are   
currently being worked on.  Please note that there is some very useful 
information regarding Internet Safety with hints and tips on ensuring 

children are kept safe when accessing the world wide web.  We will keep 
this updated with regards to current Apps and concerns raised within 

the media. 

www.featherstoneacademy.co.uk 

Child Protection 

Parents should be aware that school has a legal 
requirement to refer concerns they have about 
the safety of children in their care to Social   

Services 

SCIENCE SELFIE! 
 

This term’s home-learning has been set by 
Miss Odedra as part of National Science 
Week.  Children will be bringing home a   
letter explaining the challenge. Week    
commencing 11th March, children will be 
having a fun packed science week.  It will be 
kicked off by a  whole school Assembly and  
Science Workshop by a company called 
Wonderstruck. 

Advice to those bringing dogs to school at 
drop off and pick up times  

We have had several concerns raised regarding 
dogs barking, growling and lunging towards their 

children. 

It is recognised that dogs are an important part 
of family life for many in the school community, 

and as such are often included in day-to-day  
activities such as walking children to and from 

school.  

However, others may find the presence of dogs 
around the school gates stressful, even    

frightening particularly with younger children, 
and even well-behaved dogs can behave          

unpredictably when placed in a busy, noisy and 
crowded environment.   Please be mindful of the 
concerns that some people have regarding dogs.  

For the safety of the dog, as well as for the 
benefit of others, do not tie your pet to the 

school gates and leave it unattended.  

Wrap Up 

We still go outside during the cold weather.  
Make sure your child is wrapped up warm.  

Please label hats, gloves and scarves. 

School closes on Friday 
15th February and will 
re-open   Monday 25th  
February.  Have a safe 

and enjoyable week. 

Parents Evening letters 
have been sent home.  
Appointments go fast 

so please return to your 
child’s class teacher as 

soon as possible. 

Nursery Applications 
 

The next academic year starting 1st September 
2019 for children born 1st September 2015 to 

August 2016.  
APPLICATION DEADLINE MONDAY 4TH 

MARCH 2019 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES  Spring Term 2019      

14th Feb  Dodge-Ball Even Y5/6—St John’s Primary  - 

   4—5.15pm 

14th Feb  Valentines Disco 5.30 - 7pm  

15th Feb  School Closes 

18th Feb   Half term  

25th Feb  School Opens to Pupils 

25th Feb  Year 6 Maths Workshop 5:00pm 

28th Feb  Parents Evening  

4th Mar  Parent Workshop Y3/4 Times Tables  

5th Mar  Y6 SPaG Workshop 5:00pm 

6th Mar  Story John Workshop 

7th Mar  Gymnastics Y3/4—Cheslyn Hay - 4-5.30pm 

11th Mar  Science Week (Workshop) 
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Golden Book 

PUPIL OF THE Week 

 

PUPIL OF THE Week 

1 Feb 2019 

L.L– Hunter Cowell 

Nursery– Elle Garner 

Reception– Rosie Smith 

Class 1–   Leon Davies 

Class 2– Zade Thelwell 

Brandon Williams 

Class 3– Lilly Banks 

Class 4–  Trip 

Class 5– Maddie-Mae Davies 

Class  5/6 Isaac Mirza 

Class 6– Aiden Allen 

8th Feb  2019 

L.Learners-Andrew Priestley 

Nursery-Kiki Arthur 

Reception-Harrison Powell 

Class 1-Madison Trow 

Class 2-Oliver Lindsay 

Alfie Lines 

Class 3-Trip 

Class 4-Trip 

Class 5-Summer Tarbuck 

Class 6 –Finlay Kumar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

7:45am—8:40am 
KS2 Children Only 

Please note Reception—Year 2 
children must be  

accompanied by an adult. 
Children attending breakfast 

club must register and       
purchase breakfast items.  If 
children have had breakfast 
at home, they must come into 

school from 8:40am. 

Lost Property 
 

To help keep down the volume  
of lost property, please can  
you ensure that all of your 

child’s belongings are clearly  
named.  

 
Thank you 

 

 Week 18 

% 

Week 19 

% 

%  TOTAL 

% 

Reception 98 98  95.9 

Class 1 100 94.7  96.5 

Class 2 97.7 93.2  95.4 

Class 3 88.8 96.3  96.1 

Class 4 97 91.2  96.6 

Class 5 96.6 94.8  97.1 

Class 6 98.5 91.5  96.7 

Total 96.5 94.3  96.4 

Weekly/Cumulative Class Attendance 



 

           

Penalty Notices for Absence from School 2018 

 

Ensuring your child has access to a good education is very important to us. 

 

A key part of this is for all children and young people to regularly attend school, as this gives each learner the best chance 
to achieve their full potential.  In light of the recent Isle of Wight court case and the subsequent Supreme Court ruling on 
school absences, we wanted to clarify our position for parents where there may be the potential for any ambiguity and to 
also ensure we are fully compliant with legal requirements. 

 

Regarding holiday requests during term time, or other requests for leave of absence, it remains the case that head teachers 
may only authorise such absences if there are ‘exceptional circumstances’. 

 

PENALTY NOTICE INFORMATION 

 

Please see the following statement from Staffordshire County Council regarding penalty Notices. 

 

Penalty Notice for leave of absence (holiday) in term time 

 
From January 2018 any period of unauthorised leave may result in you as a parent receiving a penalty notice fine.   Your 
head teacher will continue to be the only person able to authorise leave in term time, but this will apply only in exceptional 
circumstances.  Any unauthorised absence will be referred by your head teacher to the local authority. 

 

Penalty Notice for persistent lateness 

Previously a pupil had to achieve 20 unauthorised late marks, and late marks do not have to be one after the other in order 
for the penalty notice to be issued.  You are therefore encouraged where possible to ensure your child attends school on 
time.  However, if your child is late you must inform the school of the reason(s) why, as they may be able to offer you some 
form of advice or support. 

 

Period of time used to measure persistent absence and lateness 

If your child has had 10 days unauthorized absence or is late 10 times over a twelve week period, you m ay receive a penal-
ty warning notice and also potentially a fine. 

 

These changes have been agreed with local head teachers and have been implemented to help promote and support good 
attendance to school.  Further details and a copy of the revised Code of Conduct for issuing Penalty Notices can be ob-
tained from the council’s website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education.  

 
 

WHAT IS A PENALTY NOTICE? 

 

The Local Authority will continue to take appropriate action for absences during term time when notified by the head    
teacher. 

A fine of £60 per parent / carer (per child) if paid within 21 days from the date of issue.  If this Penalty is not paid, the 

amount rises to £120.  If after 28 days of the date of issue the £120 is not paid the Local Authority will prosecute you under 
section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996.  This will lead to a hearing in the Magistrates Court and may result in a fine of up 
to £1000. 

 

We request that any applications for leave of absence (holiday) are required to be put in writing to the Head teacher, at least 
2 weeks in advance. 

 

The vast majority of children have an excellent record of school attendance, and we recognize the efforts of so many par-
ents to ensure their children attend school regularly. 

 

 

Mrs Caroline Jobling, 

Headteacher. 

 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education


 

Featherstone Academy 

School Term and Holiday Date 2018/2019 

Autumn Term 2018:  

INSET: Monday 3rd September 2018 

SCHOOL OPEN: Tuesday 4th September 2018  

Half Term: Monday 29th October - Friday 2nd November 2018 

INSET: Monday 5th November 2018 

SCHOOL OPEN:  Tuesday 6th November 2018 

SCHOOL CLOSES: Friday 21 st December 2018 

Spring Term 2019:  

INSET: Monday 7th January 2019 

SCHOOL OPEN: Tuesday 8th January 2019 

Half Term: Monday 1 8th February - Friday 22nd February 

2019 

SCHOOL CLOSES: Friday 1 2th April 2019 

Easter Holiday: Monday 1 5th April – Friday 26th April 2019 

Summer Term 2019:  

SCHOOL OPEN: Monday 29th April 2019 

May Day: Monday 6th May 2019 

Half Term: Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May 2019 

INSET: Monday 3rd June 2019 

SCHOOL OPEN:  Tuesday 4th June 2019 

SCHOOL CLOSES Friday 1 9th July 2019 

INSET: Monday 22nd July 2019 


