
The Teaching of Spelling 

 

EYFS  
 There are daily discrete phonic sessions of varying length 
 Phonemes are taught using the Ruth Miskin programme alongside the phonic 

phases in Letters and Sounds. 
 Skills of segmenting and blending for spelling are developed and opportunities 

to practise, to learn and write the ‘tricky’ HFW are included in all phonics 

planning. 
 Children are given opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge and skills in 

purposeful reading and writing activities across all areas of learning. 
 The children’s phonic knowledge is constantly reviewed and assessed. 

KS1 
 There are daily discrete phonic sessions of varying length 
 Discrete spelling sessions are planned [i.e. separate to developing phonic 

knowledge for reading skills].  
 Year 1, use Ruth Miskin, Letters and Sounds.  
 Year 2, use Ruth Miskin and the No Nonsense Spelling pathway. When 

planning, teacher distinguish the 4 distinct stages for teaching a spelling 

objective: 

1. Revise, activate prior knowledge and revisit previous linked learning 

2. Teach, introduce new concept, explain, investigate, model 

3. Practise, extend / explore independently, investigate, generalise 

4. Apply and Assess, explain and demonstrate understanding, assess 

through independent application 
 Children are given opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge and spelling 

skills in purposeful reading and writing activities across the wider curriculum. 

The children’s phonic and spelling knowledge is constantly reviewed and 

assessed. 

 

KS2 
 Teachers use the No Nonsense Spelling pathways and a range of resources to 

support this. Other teaching ideas can be used to support this pathway. 
 There are daily discrete spelling sessions. 
 When planning, teacher distinguish the 4 distinct stages for teaching a spelling 

objective: 

1. Revise, activate prior knowledge and revisit previous linked learning 

2. Teach, introduce new concept, explain, investigate, model 

3. Practise, extend / explore independently, investigate, generalise 

4. Apply and Assess, explain and demonstrate understanding, assess through 

independent application 

 



 Learning the words from the NC word list: Willows spelling scheme select 

words for the children to learn – up to five at a time is advisable.  
 Spelling work is sent home during the practise stage of learning for those 

children who need it. 
 Handwriting is taught alongside spelling. 
 A ‘have a go’ policy in the class is promoted. 

  

 

 

Consolidating Learning 

 

It is not enough for pupils to learn and know how to spell words out of context. 

Children need to transfer their knowledge successfully to their independent 

writing. This is when the learning takes place. Teachers encourage children to 

do this by: 
o Expressing high expectations that pupils will apply the conventions in their own 

work, and reiterating those expectations when pupils do not do so; establish 

non-negotiables - e.g., if the word is easily accessed (on display/ word chart) 

then it must be spelled correctly. Children who find copying from a 

display/screen difficult will be provided with a paper sheet of words that they 

use side by side with their work. 
o Reminding pupils about the conventions during teacher-led writing or editing 

and proof reading; 
o Setting specific spelling conventions as one of the criteria for written work – 

only if applicable/ relevant (e.g. in discussion writing, the learning could focus 

on positive and negative prefixes – as oppose to simply ‘to spell words 

correctly’. Another example would be to focus on past tense verbs when writing 

a recount.) 
o Marking for those conventions in the next piece of extended writing 
o Giving praise for improved spelling 
o Encouraging pupils to use wall posters or personal prompt sheets 
o Conducting frequent, but brief spelling consolidation sessions and quick board 

activities 

 

 

 

 


