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Key Concepts and Ideas Prior School Learning needed to be covered: Future Learning: 

Study the start of WW2 and the development of Axis and 
Allied forces. To choose and study key leaders from this 
time and their impact on the war. Study life in Britain and 
Germany during the war and the persecution of Jewish 
people as a result of Hitler’s dictatorship. 

Geography: 
History: 
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Geography: 
History: Next topic- WW2 effects in Coventry 
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Lesson Format 

Learning objective Subject Specific Knowledge SEND Key 
Knowledge 

 Key Vocabulary 

1. L.O. To 
understand 
the cause of 
World War 2 
 
L.O. Study a 
significant 
figure  
 
 

What was the cause of WW2? 

Germany had many problems as a result of losing 
World War 1. There were few jobs and price of 
food was high. People became unhappy with 
their government and voted for a new leader, 
Adolf Hitler. 
Who was Adolf Hitler? 
Leader of the Nazi political party- a dictator who 
wanted to control land and people. 
He promised the people of Germany many great 
things. 
A dictator and he controlled all the people in 
Germany. He wasn’t satisfied and wanted to 
control more land and people. 
During his dictatorship from 1933 to 1945, he 
initiated World War II in Europe by invading 
Poland on 1 September 1939. 

Germany had lost 
WW1 
 
People in Germany 
were unhappy and 
voted in a new 
leader 
 
Adolf Hitler was a 
dictator 
He controlled the 
people and land  
 
He was greedy and 
wanted to control 
more land and 
people 

 Dictator 
 

Adolf Hitler 
 

Government  
 

Political 

2. L.O. To 
understand 
the key events 
of WW2  

What were the key events of WW2? 

In March 1939 Hitler’s troops took control of 
Czechoslovakia and began to threaten Poland.  
On 1st September 1939, Hitler sent his troops to 
invade Poland.  
Hitler's actions and ideology are almost 
universally regarded as evil. According to 

In 1939 Hitler 
began to invade 
Poland and take 
control of areas 
 
Hitler was regarded 
as evil  

 
 
 

Invade 

Threaten 

Troops 

Ideology  
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historian Ian Kershaw, "Never in history has such 
ruination—physical and moral—been associated 
with the name of one man." 
 
Both Britain and France protested and on 3rd 
September 1939, when Hitler refused to 
withdraw 
Britain and France declared war on Germany. 

Britain and France 
protested against 
Hitler’s actions 
 
Hitler refused to 
stop so Britain and 
France declared 
war 

Protested 

Withdraw 

Declare 

3.  L.O. To 
investigate 
leaders at the 
time 
 
Context Axis 
leaders 
 
 

During WWII, nearly every country in the world 
fought on one of two sides: Allies and the Axis - 
the Allies winning by 1945. Some nations 
stayed neutral. 
Axis: Three nations: Nazi Germany, Imperial 
Japan, and fascist Italy. Germany and Italy 
wanted to change balance of power in Europe- 
signed an alliance in 1936. Germany and Japan 
decided they should have an alliance to keep the 
Soviet Union in check. The three powers solidified 
their agreements- entering into the Tripartite 
Pact in 1940, which officially created the Axis 
powers. 
Who were the Axis leaders? 
Germany: Adolf Hitler - ruthless dictator who 
hated Jewish people. Wanted to purge Germany 
of all weak people and take control of Europe. 
Italy: Benito Mussolini – Mussolini, supreme 
dictator of Italy. Founded the concept of a fascist 
government, one leader and one party with total 
power.  
Japan: Emperor Hirohito - The first time his 
subjects heard his voice was when he announced 
Japan's surrender on the radio. 
 

During WW2 many 
countries joined a 
side- the Axis or 
the Allies 
 
The Allies won in 
1945 
 
The Axis force 
consisted mainly of 
Germany, Japan 
and Italy.  
 
Their leaders were 
Hitler, Mussolini 
and Hirohito  
 
These leaders were 
known as dictators   

 
 

Allies 

Axis 

Neutral 

Dictator 

Alliance 

Tripartite 
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4. L.O. To 
investigate 
leaders at the 
time 
 
Context Allied 
leaders 
 

Allied: UK, USA and Russia were all allied  
The leaders of the Allies were Franklin Roosevelt 
(the United States), Winston Churchill (Great 
Britain), and Joseph Stalin (the Soviet Union). 
 
1941- Hitler attacked Russia despite peace pact 
that had been made. Stalin signed a treaty with 
USA and UK to become Allies and defeat Hitler. 
Neville Chamberlain was Prime Minister of Great 
Britain in September 1939 at the start of World 
War II. In May 1940, after the disastrous 
Norwegian campaign, Chamberlain resigned. 
Winston Churchill became prime minister. 
Prime Minister of Great Britain during most of 
the war, from 1940 to 1945, Churchill led Britain 
to victory. 
FD Roosevelt President of the United States of 
America (1933-1945). Declared war on Japan 
after bombing at Pearl Harbor, did not live long 
enough to celebrate the Allies' victory in 1945. 
Truman took over. 

  Allied 
 

Resign 
 

Victory 
 
 

5. L.O. To 
understand 
the impact of 
a significant 
event in 
history 
 
L.O. To 
understand 
the concept of 
persecution 
 

How did people suffer as a result of German 
dictatorship?  
Kristallnacht or the Night of Broken Glass, was a 
pogrom against Jews carried out by SA 
paramilitary forces and civilians throughout Nazi 
Germany on 9–10 November 1938.  
German authorities watched without intervening. 
The name Kristallnacht comes from the shards of 
broken glass that littered streets after windows of 
Jewish-owned stores, buildings, synagogues were 
smashed. 

In Germany, people 
smashed windows 
of Jewish shops, 
churches and 
homes. 
 
Hitler ordered the 
use on 
concentration 
camps in Poland 
 

 
 

Kristallnacht  
 

Auschwitz 
 

Authorities  
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Auschwitz: A German Nazi concentration camp 
during World War II that was in operation from 
1940 to 1945. It was a network of concentration 
and extermination camps built by the Nazis in 
Poland. 
1.1 million people died during the four and a half 
years of Auschwitz's existence; one million were 
Jewish men, women and children.  Other groups 
included Polish political prisoners, prisoners of 
war, Gypsy families, homosexuals, disabled. 

He used these 
places to kill Jewish 
people 
 
1.1 Million people 
died over 4 and a 
half years 

6. L.O. Explore 
the effects of 
WW2  
 
  
 
May need two 
lessons  
 
Context: Life 
in Germany 
 
Context: Life 
in Britain 

What was life like for children in Germany? 
Young people were important to the Nazis. Hitler 
influenced children in and out school. 
Indoctrinating and controlling young people were 
through education; youth movements; 
propaganda and censorship. He used perks and 
promises, threats and fear. 
 
Children were especially vulnerable in the era of 
the Holocaust. Nazis advocated killing children of 
“unwanted” or “dangerous” groups either as part 
of the “racial struggle” or as a measure of 
preventative security.  
 
What was life like for Children in Britain The 
naval blockade meant that food had to be 
rationed. Ships were needed for the war effort. 
This meant the policy of rationing was 
introduced. 
Nearly two million children were evacuated from 
their homes at the start of World War Two. 
Children had to endure rationing, gas mask 
lessons, living with strangers  

  
 
 
 

Rationed 
 

Indoctrinating  
 

Controlling 
 

Propaganda  
 

Advocated 
 
  

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/72/en
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7. L.O. To 
emapathise 
with 
significant 
people from 
history. 
Context: Anne 
Frank 

Who was Ann Frank? 
Born in Frankfurt, Germany, 12 June 1929.   
In 1933 the family moved to Amsterdam. 
13th birthday received a diary. Named it ‘Kitty’ 
and wrote in it daily. World War II started.  
Anybody Jewish had to wear a star sewn onto 
their clothes and go to a Jewish school.   
Her dad organised a hiding place for the family 
Inside his office a bookcase covered a secret 
door.  Her dads friends brought them food and 
news of the war.   
Hid for 2 years.  In 1944 somebody told the 
German soldiers and they were found. 
Anne and her family were sent to concentration 
camps in Germany.  Anne died-15 years old. 
Her dad (Otto) survived and published Anne’s 
diary. 
Why is it important to remember her? 
The diary of Anne Frank’ has been read by people 
all over the world.  She is remembered for having 
great courage and never giving up hope. 
Her diary provides a source of evidence that tells 
us much about life for Jewish people during WW2 

Anne Frank was a 
Jewish child living 
during the time of 
WW2. 
 
She hid with her 
family for 2 years 
from German 
soldiers 
 
In this time she 
kept a diary  
She was found in 
1944 and died at a 
concentration 
camp 
 
Her diary was 
published and 
became famous 

 Concentration 
camp 

 
Published 
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