
Topic- Coal Mining Year: 5 Term: Summer  

 

Key Concepts and Ideas Prior School Learning needed to be covered: Future Learning: 

Study the role of coal mining during 
the industrial revolution.  
To understand the demand for coal 
during this time and the conditions for 
workers.  
To study key people and events 
famous within the coal mining 
industry.  

Geography: Local area – Featherstone – Where is school 
located? 
History: 
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Geography: 
History:  
Maths:  
English: 
Curriculum Promise:  

Lesson Format 

Learning objective Subject Specific 
Knowledge 

SEND Key 
Knowledge 

Lesson tasks Key 
Vocabulary 

1. WALT: To 
know what 
coal mining 
was. 
 
 

Coal mines- what were 
they? 
Process of 
extracting coal from the 
ground. Structure of a 
coal mine is called a 
Colliery. A source of 
electricity/ power. During 
the industrial revolution 
coal was needed to power 
steam engines, furnaces, 
machines and heat 
homes.  
How did coal mining 
develop over time? 
Before the Industrial 
Revolution, two types of 
mines existed: drift mines 
and bell pits. 
Drift Mines- Coal first 
used where it was 

Coal is a 
source of 
energy. 

 
Was used for 

powering 
machines and 

engines 
 

In the 
beginning, 
coal was 

mined from 
the surface or 

small pits 
10m below 
the ground. 

https://www.ncm.org.uk/learning/learning-resources/history 
 

Extracting 

Mining  

Colliery  

Drift mine 

Bell pit 

Shaft 

 

https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/britain-1700-to-1900/industrial-revolution/
https://www.ncm.org.uk/learning/learning-resources/history
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exposed at the surface or 
follow the seam from the 
surface or cut down at an 
angle through rocks to 
reach it 
Bell-pit- Reach coal up to 
10 metres below surface. 
Vertical shaft dug down 
and coal extracted around 
the shaft. When the risk 
of the roof falling or lack 
of ventilation became too 
great, it was abandoned 
and a new one started. 

2.  WALT: To 
introduce a 
period of 
history 
 
Context: The 
industrial 
revolution  
 

What was the industrial 
revolution? 
1837 (when Queen 
Victoria took the throne), 
Britain was a rural nation, 
80% of the population 
lived in the countryside.  
Most people were 
farmers or spun wool and 
cotton. Machines 
invented that could do 
these jobs in less time. 
People were out of work, 
so flocked to the towns in 
search of jobs. 
Queen Victoria’s 
engineers invented 
powerful and fast 

Industrial 
revolution 
began with 
the invention 
of machines 
that could do 

manual work 
much quicker.  
 
Factories 
opened and 
people moved 
to the cities for 
jobs.  
Coal mines 
doubled 
 
Factory owners 
made lots of 
money and 

 Industrial 

revolution 

Collieries  

Queen 

Victoria 
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machines, opening many 
factories.  
1870- Over 100,000 
steam engines were at 
work throughout Britain. 
The industry depended on 
steam and steam 
depended on coal.  
Number of coalfields 
doubled between 1851 
and 1881. 
Factory owners put profit 
above the health and 
safety of their workers. 
Children and young 
women were employed in 
terrible conditions in 
textile mills and mines. 
 

workers 
suffered poor 
conditions. 

 

3. WALT: To 
know the 
importance of 
coal mining  
 
Context: 
Industrial 
Revolution 
 

What part did coal 
mining play during the 
industrial revolution? 
During the industrial 
revolution, coal mines 
became deeper, more 
widespread and 
workforce began to grow. 
Demand for more coal for 
steam engines, transport, 
furnaces and homes 
encouraged the 
production of more 
efficient machines and 

Coal mines 
were dug 
deeper and 
more people 
worked. 
 
More coal 
was needed 
to power 
engines, 
machines and 
furnaces. 
 

  
Industrial 

revolution 

Demand 

Industry 

Employment  
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methods of mining but 
also meant digging 
deeper which was more 
dangerous.  
 
1984- Coal was a 
nationalised industry 
managed by the National 
Coal Board (NCB). There 
were 174 state-owned 
coal mines in Britain 
employing 187,000 
miners. 
 

It became a 
more 
dangerous job 

4. WALT: To find 
out about 
working 
conditions 
 
 
 

What were conditions 
like for miners? In 1842, 
Parliament published a 
report about the state of 
coal mining - its contents 
shocked the nation. The 
report informed that 
children under five years 
of age worked 
underground as trappers 
for 12 hours and for 2 
pennies a day; older girls 
carried baskets of dug 
coal- far too heavy for 
them and caused 
deformities 
How was it improved? 
Sir Humphrey Davy- 
invented the safety lamp 

A report 
showed poor 
conditions 
 
Children 
under 5 were 
working 12 
hour days 
 
Girls carried 
baskets of 
coal that 
were far too 
heavy 
 
Humphrey 
Davy invented 
a safety lamp 

 Davy lamp 
 

Humphrey 
Davy 

 
Gauze 

 
Child labor 

 
Trappers 
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in 1815 which meant that 
a miner could have light 
underground but without 
having to use the exposed 
flame of a candle. The 
lamp became known as 
the "Miners Friend". It 
gave off light but a wire 
gauze acted as a barrier 
between the heat given 
off and any gas it might 
have had contact with. 

that improved 
conditions 

5. WALT: To 
study a 
significant 
event  
 
Context: Oaks 
colliery 
disaster 
 

What were the dangers?  

• Flooding was a real 
problem in mine. 

• Explosive gas (called 
fire damp) found the 
deeper the miners 
got. One spark from a 
pick axe or candle 
could be disastrous.  

• Poisonous gas found 
underground pit. 

• Collapses were 
common; the weight 
of the ground above 
was colossal and 
mines were only held 
up by wooden beams 
called props.  

Oaks Colliery Disaster:  
1:20pm, Wednesday 12th 
December 1866, an 

The work was 
dangerous- 
flooding, 
collapse, 
poisonous 
and explosive 
gases. 
 
 

 Firedamp 
 

Collapse 
 

Explosive 
 

Poisonous 
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explosion rocked the 
town of Stairfoot, 
Barnsley. 
Smoke and dust clouds 
billowed out of shafts, 
soot covered the ground 
5 miles away. The 
explosion had broken the 
cage. 361 men and boys 
were killed. Around 20 
survivors were pulled 
from the bottom of the 
shaft by rescuers, only 6 
survived due to severe 
burns. A second explosion 
shook the mine at 9:00am 
taking the lives of 27 
rescue volunteers. 

6. WALT: 
Understand 
key events  
 
Context: 
Miners’ strike 
1984-1985 
 

Why did coal miners’ 
strike? 
Until the mid 1950s, 
levels of employment 
remained steady but, a 
decline in demand for 
coal meant coal industry 
was old fashioned and 
inefficient. The National 
Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) resisted plans to 
close collieries and loss of 
thousands of jobs. There 
had been previous 

Coal demand 
was in decline 
 
The 
government 
wanted to 
close many 
coal mines- 
leaving 
people 
without jobs 
 
Miners went 
on strike and 

 Pickets 
 

Picket line 
 

Government 
 

Community 
 

Decline 
 

Employment 
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successful strikes over 
pay.  
On 5 March 1984, coal 
miners took action - 
refusing to go to work 
until government 
changed their minds. 
Approximately 165,000 
miners went on strike. A 
year without pay, miners 
were forced to return to 
work. Within months 
collieries were shut.  
The strike was not a 
straightforward, whole 
communities divided 
between miners who still 
worked and those on 
strike. ‘Flying pickets’ 
would travel to coal 
mines away from their 
normal places of work to 
persuade colleagues not 
to cross their picket line. 
Police would be on duty 
to make sure ‘working 
miners’ could get to work. 
The miners’ strike has 
often been seen as a war 
between the police and 
pickets. 

refused to 
work 
 
After a year 
without pay 
they were 
forced back 
to work and 
collieries 
were closed 
anyway. 
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7. WALT: To 
know the role 
a child 
 
Context: Child 
coal miners  

Coal mining and children. 
Children as young as five 
worked at jobs that were 
dangerous and 
exhausting.  
Trappers kept the airflow 
going which stopped the 
build-up of dangerous 
gases.  
Drawers dragged 
truckloads of coal to the 
surface.  
Older children operated 
mine shaft pulleys. Pay 
and working conditions 
were poor and life 
expectancy short. 
 
In 1842, a parliamentary 
Act was passed in Great 
Britain preventing 
children under ten years 
old and women from 
working underground. 
 

Trappers- 
open and 
closed doors 
to control air 
flow 
 
Drawers- 
carried 
truckloads of 
coal up to the 
surface 
 
Operated 
pulleys 

 Trapper 
 

Drawer 
 

Shaft  
 

Pulley 

8. WALT: Know 
why mining 
was important 
within a local 
area 
(Featherstone)  

Coal mining in 
Featherstone 

*Featherstone is the local 
area that school is located 
in. Previously 
Featherstone was a 
mining village. 
 

Featherstone 
is our local 
area. 
 
Featherstone 
had a coal 
mine.  
 

https://www.featherstoneandbrinsfordparishcouncil.gov.uk/8/Featherstone-
Brinsford-History 

Local history 
 

Featherstone 
 

Mining  
 

Trade 
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*Featherstone was 
previously a farming 
community before 1920. 
 
*Hilton Main Colliery was 
built in 1924.  
 
*The building of the 
colliery developed the 
population of 
Featherstone. 
 
*Hilton Main Colliery was 
closed on 31st January 
1969. 
 
 
 

The coal mine 
opened in 
1924.  
 
The coal mine 
closed in 
1969.   

 


