
Topic- Anglo- Saxons Year 4 Summer 

 

Key Concepts and Ideas Prior School Learning needed to be covered: Future Learning: 

To know who the Saxons were and study Anglo Saxon 
life and settlement in England. 

 
To study a significant figure- King Alfred the great and 
learn about his achievements in defeating the Vikings 
 

Geography: Where is Britain? What other countries is 
Britain made up of?   
History:  
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Geography: 
History: 
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Lesson Format 

Learning objective Subject Specific Knowledge SEND Key 
Knowledge 

Lesson tasks Key Vocabulary 

1. LO: To know 
who the 

Anglo-Saxons 
were.  

 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons?  
Arrived in Britain in 400AD. Aimed for Britain as the 
Romans left the country vulnerable, their countries 
were over crowed so they needed to find 
somewhere else to settle. 
 
They were 3 groups that formed to make the Anglo 
Saxons, Angles, Jutes and Saxons.  They arrived 
from Denmark, Netherlands and Germany.  
They were fierce people and often fought each 
other. 
Anglo Saxon age from around 400AD to 1066. 

They came in 400AD 
 

They needed to 
come because their 
countries were over 

crowded.  
 

They came from 
Denmark, 

Netherlands and 
Germany 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AD/BC/BCE/CE 
Vulnerable 

Angles 
Jutes 

Saxons 
 
 

2.  LO: Explore 
the types of 

clothes Anglo-
Saxons wore 
and how this 
has changed 
over time. 

 
Context: Daily 

life 

What clothes did Anglo-Saxons wear?  
All clothes were made out of silk, linen and wool.  
Silk was expensive and worn only by the rich. 
Poorer people (peasants) could only afford to wear 
linen and woolen clothes.  
A knee length woolen tunic was the most common 
choice, many poor people could not afford the 
wear shoes or trousers.  
Shoes were made out of leather and fastened with 
laces or toggles.  

Different people 
wore different things 
dependent on how 
much money they 

had.  
 

Most clothes made 
from silk, linen or 

wool. 
 

 Peasants  
Garment 

Peplos 
Brooches 

 
Silk 

Linen 
Tunic  
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Woman wore a pinafore called a “peplos” which 
was held in place with brooches. 
What did they wear when they were fighting? 
Early shields made from wood, metal chainmail 
worn during combat, helmets with engraved 
images on were popular to the Saxons.  

They wore different 
clothes when they 

were fighting- 
helmet, shields and 

chainmail.  
 

 

Chainmail 
Helmet 
Sheild 

3. LO: Know how 
Anglo-Saxon 
houses were 
configured.  

 
Context: Daily 

life 

What were the Anglo-Saxons houses like? 
Anglo-Saxon houses were nearly always built of wood 
and had thatched roofs. The remains of some houses 
have been found, allowing us to understand what they 
looked like.  
 

How were their houses organized? 
Most houses had only one room, used for everything 
including sleeping, eating, cooking and entertaining. 
Oxen were often kept at one end of the room. 
The biggest house was called the hall, this is where the 
chief lived with his warriors. 
Villages were built near natural resources. 
The villages also had large fences around to keep their 
animals in and enemies out.  

Lots of houses had 
only one room 

. 
The Chief’s house 

was the largest 
 

Mostly built from 
wood 

 
 
 
 

 Thatched  
Wattle and daub 

Oxen 
Natural resources 
Natural resource  

4. LO: Explore 
and compare  
Anglo-Saxons 

jobs  
 

Context: Daily 
life 

What jobs did the Saxons do? 
Anglo-Saxon children had to grow up quickly. By the 
time they were ten, they were seen as an adult. This 
wasn't always a good thing. They had to work as hard as 
any adult and would be punished as adults, if they stole 
or broke the law. 

Girls and Women worked in the home. In charge of 
housekeeping, weaving cloth, cooking meals, making 
cheese and brewing ale. Boys and men learned to chop 
down trees, to plough a field and to use a spear in 

Boys and Girls were 
seen as adults at the 

age of 10. 
Women tended to 
work in the house 

and men tended to 
work outdoors.  

 Weaving 
Wealthy  

Monasteries  
Housekeeping  

Brewing 
Plough  
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battle. They also fished and went hunting with other 
men from the village. 

Only a few girls and boys learned to read and write. The 
sons of kings or wealthy families might be taught at 
home by a private teacher. Schools were run by the 
Christian church, in monasteries. Some children lived 
there to train as monks and nuns 

5. LO:  Explore  
threats Anglo-
Saxons faced  

 
Context: 

Viking 
invasion 

What threats did the Saxons face? 
The Vikings started to come into England in 793AD. 
The Vikings wanted new land because where they 
came from, in Scandinavia, it was hard to grow 
crops leading to a crop shortage. 
England had plenty of farm land so the Vikings 
wanted to claim this for themselves. Between 
793AD and 886AD.  
Vikings constantly fought against the Anglo-Saxon’s 
for ownerships of land. There were many Viking 
raids and long struggle for control of Britain.  

Vikings wanted to 
take Britain as their 

own, they fought the 
Anglo-Saxons a lot.  

 Vikings 
Scandinavia 
Ownership 

Britain  
 

6. LO: to explore 
the life of King 

Alfred and 
how he 

impacted the 
future. 

Who was King Alfred the Great and what did he 
do for Anglo-Saxon Britain? 
Occupation: King of Wessex 
Born: 849 in Wantage, England 
Died: 899 in Winchester, England 
Reign: 871 – 899 
Best known for: Establishing peace with the 
Vikings and building the Kingdom of England 
 
Alfred successfully defended his kingdom against 
the Viking attempt. 
In 870, the Vikings had conquered all the Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms except for Wessex. 

King Alfred was the 
king of Wessex. He 
helped defend the 
country from the 

Vikings. He created 
the Danelaw  

 Conquered 
Counterattacked 

Defeated 
Treaty 

Danelaw 
Vikings 

Stronghold  
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Alfred counterattacked the Vikings. He defeated 
King Guthrum (King of the Vikings) and took back 
his stronghold at Chippenham.  
He then required that the Vikings convert to 
Christianity and established a peace treaty where 
the Vikings would remain on the eastern side of 
Britain.  
The Vikings land was called the Danelaw. 
Impact – he stopped the fights between Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings. Negotiated with the enemy. 
Created peace for a period. 

 


