
Theme- Neil Armstrong Year 2 Summer Term 

 

Key Concepts and Ideas Prior School Learning needed to be covered: Future Learning: 

Study the first moon landing through the study of 
significant person: Neil Armstrong 
Children will order significant events in the space race 
before studying Neil’s life and main achievements.  
 

Geography: 
History:  
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Geography: 
History:  
Maths: 
English: 
Curriculum Promise: 

Lesson Format 

Learning objective Subject Specific Knowledge SEND Key Knowledge Activity  Key Vocabulary 

1. L.O. To know 
key events in 
space travel  
 
 
 
 

Place key events on a time line 

• First Monkey into space 
1949 Albert II was the first monkey in space 

• First animal  
Laika- a Russian space dog who became the first 
animal to orbit the Earth in 1957. Spacecraft called 
Sputnik 2 

• First man into space 
In April 1961, Russian astronaut Yuri Gagarin became 
the first man in space.  He was in space for around 2 
hours and then returned to Earth.   

• First woman into space- 
Russian astronaut Valentina Tereshkova, in 1963.  
Even though she didn’t land there, a crater on the 
far side of the Moon is named after her! 

• First man on the moon 
Neil Armstrong from America 
 

A monkey was sent 
into space 1949 
 
First man into space in 
1961 
 
First woman into 
space in 1963 
 
Both were from Russia  
 
 
 
 

  Space 
Astronaut  

Russian 
American 

 

2.  L.O. To know 
who Neil 
Armstrong was 
 
 
 

Who was Neil Armstrong? 
Occupation: Astronaut 
Born: August 5, 1930 in Ohio 
Died: August 25, 2012  
Best known for: First man to walk on the Moon 
 

He was a famous 
astronaut.  
 
He was born in 1930 in 
America 
 

 Neil Armstrong 
Astronaut  

Pilot 
Space  

Dangerous  
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He became a test pilot. He flew all sorts of 
experimental planes testing them out to see how 
well they flew. It was a dangerous job, but very 
exciting. He flew over 200 different types of aircraft 
He worked with NASA and trained for 7 years before 
he was sent on the Apollo mission was first man to 
walk on the moon.  
 

Growing up he loved 
flying, he became a 
pilot and then an 
astronaut  
 
 

3. L.O. To explain 
why he is 
important 
 
Context: Moon 
landing  
 
 

What was his achievement?  
He was the first man to land and walk on the moon 
in 1969.  
He was selected to join NASA and the USA’s Space 
Race team. 
It was called the Apollo 11 mission. 
By 1959 Russia and USA were in a race to land an 
astronaut on the Moon.   
He completed his mission with Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins. 
 

First man to land and 
walk on the Moon 
 
Beat Russia in a race 
to do this 
 
 

 Russia 
America 

Space 
Astronaut  

 
Apollo 11 

NASA 

4. L.O. To study 
the Apollo 11 
mission 
 
Context: Moon 
landing  
 
 

How did Neil Armstrong get to the moon?  
Apollo 11 was the name of the mission 
The rocket was called Saturn V rocket and was as tall 
as a 36 storey building  
 
The module which separated from the rocket and 
was landed on the moon was called the Eagle.  
 
When it landed on the moon safely Buzz said “The 
Eagle has landed”. 
 

 

The mission was called 
Apollo 11 
 
The rocket was called 
Saturn V rocket 
 
A separate module 
called the Eagle was 
used to land the men 
on the moon 

 Apollo 11 
Saturn V Rocket 
Lunar Module 

The Eagle 
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6. L.O. To know 
what Neil did 
on the moon 
 
Context: Moon 
landing  
 
 

What did he do when he was there? 
Walked about 60 meters.  
When he first stepped on the moon he said “That’s 
one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind” 
 
Held his thumb up and covered the earth 
He said it felt lonely on the moon 
He made a phone call to the American president 
Richard Nixon 
Collected moon dust to study back on earth, took 
pictures and made observations 
 

Made footprints on 
the moon 
 
He collected moon 
dust and took photos 

 America 
Space 

Astronaut  
President  

7. L.O. To 
understand the 
importance of 
this event 
 
Context: Moon 
Landing  

Why is the moon landing famous? 
The simple reason is that it had never been done 
before - and it was a big ambition for countries, and 
their space programmes, to be the first to land a 
human on the Moon's surface. 
 
The footprints made by Armstrong are still on the 
Moon. The dust is thick, but there isn't any wind to 
remove them 
Six hundred million people watched the first moon 
walk on TV. 
 
Neil is considered a great American hero  

Millions of people 
watched it on TV 
 
It ended the race to 
space between 
America and Russia  
 
It had never been 
done before 

 Space program 
 

America 
Russia 
Hero 
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